CHIEFLY WITHOUT THE WALLS OF JERUSALEM. ^
paid to the Turks a rent of one sequin a-day
for the privilege of burying their dead there.
Close by this we were shown also a small grotto,
descended to by steps, and entered by a rude
door-way : it was once used by the Greeks for
the purpose of interring those of their church
who might die here on their pilgrimage. Either
from the expense of the heavy rents demanded,
or from some change in their opinions as to
the propriety of venerating the spot, both
parties have discontinued the practice of bury-
ing their dead there for the last thirty or forty
years.
Still descending to the eastward, we passed
a number of small grottoes excavated in the rock,
and similar to those before described. In some
there were appearances of benches, fire-places,
ovens, &c,, and, though small and confined, their
whole character seemed rather that of humble
dwellings than of tombs. We observed some
fragments ofr sculptured ornaments on one of
these oi^ly, where a frieze of flowers ran along its
front, but all the others were plain-
Leajing these grottoes, we descended into
the valley of Siloa, by some included in the
vaUey of Jehoshaphat, running nearly north and
south, between Mount Sion and the Mountain
of Offence, " the hill that is before Jerusalem,
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